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Family Buprestidae – JEWEL BEETLESBuprestids are colourful little jewels with large eyes and are usually metallic. In Asia the wing-cases of some species are made into popular jewellery. The larvae are woodborers and can damage trees, including oaks. HABITAT Typically open areas with shrubs where foodplants occur.HOTSPOTS Much of the Mediterranean is a good searching area, concentrating on bramble and lentisc, broom and related plants for smaller species. 
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Acmaeodera degener Body length: 7.5–11.5 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.
Acmaeodera pilosellae Body length: 6–10 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.

Acmaeodera cylindrica Body length: 7–11.5 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.
Ptosima flavoguttata 
Body length: 7–13 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.
Capnodis tenebrionis 
Body length: 15–27 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.
Anthaxia hungarica 
Body length: 7–15 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.
Anthaxia umbellatarum Body length: 5–7 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.

Coroebus rubi 
Body length: 8–11 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.
Agrilus biguttatus 
Body length: 9–12 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.
Trachys minuta 
Body length: 3–3.5 mm. Broad, rather mottled. HABITAT Grasslands and open parts of woodlands. SEASON April to July.

The Gorge de Lavall and Forét de la Massane Reserve Naturelle, Alberes, Roussillon, France – woodlands in this area are imortant for many jewel beetles [PC]
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Family Mantidae
European Dwarf Mantis Ameles spallanzaniaBody length: 18–40 mm. Stout, green or brown, abdomen held  curled up in ♀, which has short wings. ♂ slender with long wings. HABITAT Sparse low vegetation. SEASON May to September.

Apteromantis aptera
Body length: 27–36 mm. Mostly green species with angular eyes, more pointed in the ♂; wings absent. HABITAT Grasslands, sometimes seen on the ground, but nymphs in particular are able to jump well. This protected species is the only endemic mantid in Iberia. SEASON All year.Praying Mantis Mantis religiosaBody length: 43–88 mm. Green, brown or yellowish; dark stripe on front edge of forewing. Conspicuous bold black-ringed spot beneath fore coxa. HABITAT Open habitats, this is Europe’s most widespread species. SEASON All year.  

Sphodromantis viridis Body length: 53–75 mm. Similar to the Praying Mantis Mantis religiosa but this African species is easily recognised by the bold white forewing spot. HABITAT Open habitats in southern Iberia only. SEASON All year. 
Family Empusidae
Empusa fasciata
Body length: 60–72 mm. Edge of forewings whitish or yellow; tip of fore and hindwings brownish. HABITAT Dry grasslands, often on bushes. SEASON May to August.
Conehead Mantis Empusa pennataBody length: 50–67 mm. Edge of forewings whitish or pink; tip of forewings pinkish marked. HABITAT Dry grasslands and scrub, often on bushes. SEASON May to early August.

Empusa pennata ♂ (left), ♀ (right) 

Ameles spallanzania ♀ [PH]
Apteromantis aptera ♂ (left), ♀ (right) 

Empusa fasciata ♂ (left), ♀ (right) [both KB]
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Order MANTODEA – MANTIDS 

Southern Europe & Mediterranean: c.26 species

These well camouflaged insects are recognised by the usually elongate body and forelegs held in ‘praying’ 

position, although they are sometimes confused with stick insects. However, mantids (variably known as 

mantises or praying mantids) have large, well separated eyes and spiny forelegs designed for catching 

prey. The life cycle shows incomplete metamorphosis (development), so plump-bodied ♀s lay eggs in a 

spongy eggcase, known as an ootheca, which may overwinter. The nymphs hatch out en masse and quicky 

disperse to find hunting grounds, although some may eat other nymphs. Food includes insects (including 

other mantid species) and some other invertebrates, often taken by day. Many people are aware that the 

♀s have a reputation for eating the ♂ during mating (commonplace in captivity, presumably to provide 

nourishment whilst the eggs are growing in the abdomen) and that mantids are popular in horror films. 

Several representative species are illustrated.

HOTSPOTS Try searching on sunny days low down in vegetation such as garrigue with sparse bushes, but 

these insects are well camouflaged on grasses or on the bushes. It is therefore rarely easy to find many; 

even common species such as the Praying Mantis Mantis religiosa may present a challenge. Moving leaves or 

branches may cause them to reveal themselves. They can also sometimes be found at night by torch-light; 

some ♀s fly to lights and rest on walls, finding rich pickings. If handled, they may have a painful bite! Spain 

is arguably the hotspot for mantids, with 14 species, Andalucia being particularly good. Greece, Italy and 

Turkey are also species-rich countries with less than 15 species, but a week’s intensive searching in peak 

season may only reveal a few species.

Family Tarachodidae

Mediterranean Mantis Iris oratoria

Body length: 27–46 mm. Green, brown or yellowish, ♀s wings shorter than 

abdomen. ♂ with translucent forewings, when revealed the hindwings are 

colourful, with a large purple basal spot, readily distinguishing this sex from 

the Praying Mantis Mantis religiosa. HABITAT Open habitats. SEASON Mainly 

July to November.

Mantis religiosa nymph 

Empusa pennata ♂ head 

Mantis religiosa ♀ head 

Iris oratoria ♂ (left), ♂ defence display (right)

Casares area, Andalucia, 
Spain. Habitat for several species 

of mantids. The spot shown is 
good for Empusa, Iris, Mantis, 
Apteromantis and Sphodromantis.
 [PC]

Iris oratoria

Sphodromantis viridis eggcase and mymph Empusa fasciata nymph [PG]
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