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This book is a successor to the inventories of illustrious regional naturalists and will
become an essential milestone for future generations. Remarkable in more ways than
one, it is the result of 30 years of passionate work on behalf of the authors, and for the
last 5 years, it has been shared as part of an atlas with a network of highly motivated
observers. This book also aims to be an educational tool for the curious­minded,
naturalists and future entomologists, to help them delve into the study of these
discrete but fascinating butterflies!

That aim has been achieved. The 359 moths known in Lower Normandy and the
Channel Islands are described and their distribution mapped based on the 63,650 data
collected, thus making the region one of the best known in France. This collective
project would not have been possible without the enthusiasm and motivation of the 350
contributors from Lower­Normandy and the Channel Islands.

The authors’ passion is infectious and their desire to share their knowledge with a wide
audience is reflected in the tools they put at our disposal: in addition to the
monographs’ photos (680 butterflies and 230 caterpillars), you will find a further 19
boards representing all collected species, sketches to help determine the most difficult
ones and even genitalia photos for those that cannot be distinguished by their external
livery. To better take into account moths within the conservation of natural areas, a list
of fundamental species for natural areas of ecological interest, or with flora and fauna
importance is proposed. The curious­minded will marvel at these pages which will
certainly give them the desire to know more about these butterflies while experienced
lepidopterists will find in it valuable information.
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